Reconstructive microsurgery--a review.
We present some important current applications of reconstructive microsurgery. This field is expanding rapidly and the techniques are finding application in many branches of surgery. There is a pressing need for educational programs and training in microsurgery, as well as for continued research. Many of the procedures reviewed here have already been shown to substantially reduce costs, shorten hospitalization, and lessen patient disability; and as a result, several conventional procedures have been out-dated. We have stressed the concept that this is team surgery. To cover the needs of replantation and emergency free flaps around the clock, several microsurgeons must work together in established centers, and the team must possess expertise from all the involved surgical specialities. This may imply revision of many organizational aspects of patient care. Replantation centers would provide the necessary educational bases and give an impetus to the development of microsurgery.